





* Where and how did you
render your services as a
trained Catechist?

I worked in just four parishes in my life.
Soon after the training in 1970, I worked
in Nuzvid parish for two years, and then I
was transferred to Nunna. At the bifurcation
of Agiripalli parish I too was transferred to
that new parish. All my service as a trained
catechist was under the spiritual guidance of
MSES fathers. And at present, I am serving
in my own village, Y. Sunkollu of Nehrupeta
parish, where my parents resided.

Besides this, I go to different parishes and
villages at the request of parish priests to
teach Kolatam. I also teach this fine art to the
seminarians of St. Paul’s Regional Seminary,
Nuzvid regularly.

* You have made your own
mark in the service of God,
tell us something about that?

During the training period, whatever I
was taught, I learnt with much diligence
especially the homiletics, drama and the
Bhajana Kolatam. Thanks to Late Fr. Yadala
Balaswamy. Personally I took interest to
improve as much as I can. I had the will
to master them and I could do that with
the encouragement of the priests. I was
personally spending time even when I was
working in the parishes. That hard work
along with the Grace of God helped me to
be at the service of the people at all times.

In the early 80’ I could initiate Tapaskala
Dhyana Veda Vyapaka
programme during Lent season. Earlier there

Kootaalu or

was no such programme. That programme
included the preaching the Word of God
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and meditating the 14 stations in the streets.

I'started small units called Bhajana Samajams
in Y. Sunkollu, Rajavaram (Agiripalli),
Chinna Agiripalli. I was taking these units
to different Shrine centres like Gunadala
Matha Shrine, Avutapalli etc. to perform on
the stage. For this I was composing songs

based on Bible stories and thus proclaiming
the Word of God through this art.

Iam also interested in drama. I acted in more
than 2000 Christian Dramas (Christava
Naatakaalu). I am working in the company
of Professional Artists but exclusively acting
in the Christian dramas and that too, playing
the role of Jesus. As a token of recognition,
I was given ‘Nandi Award’ in 1994 in state
level drama competition and was entitled
‘Kala Kovidha' for playing the role of Jesus.
I praise God for all the above mentioned
opportunities. I offer everything to God’s
Glory. God has done wonderful things in
my life.

* How did your family members

mould your life of service?

AsIsaid, my mother was the source of my life
as the Trained Catechist. Along with her, I
should be grateful to my wife Susheelamma.
She had been the practical guide and implicit
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strength all through my life as a trained
Catechist. She never pressurized me with
family burdens and responsibilities. She was
very cooperative and managed so carefully
leaving me alone for evangelical work. I was
never upset of my family issues because she
handled them capably. Therefore I could do
my service to God and His People.

My children too were obedient and never
troubled me. They clung on to their mother
and grew with the sense of responsibility.
My family is a God-given gift to me.

* You worked in just four
parishes in the span of 47
years of service. How did you
coordinate your life with the
priests, the fellow catechists
and the faithful where you
worked?

The relationship with the priests is the
strength of my service as a trained catechist.

International/National News

Australia: Indian priest stabbed,
asked about nationality before
attack :

In an apparent hate crime, an Indian
Catholic priest was attacked by a 72-year-
old man while leading the Sunday mass in
a Melbourne church. Racism may be the
reason the priest was stabbed in the neck
moments before he was about to say mass at
a Melbourne church, reports News.com.au.
According to the report, it is believed that
the offender told the priest that because he
was Indian, he must be a Hindu or a Muslim
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The harmonious relation with them always
helped me to have a fraternal relationship
with the fellow catechists and maintain
filial relationship with the faithful. I always
experienced the love and special kind of
respect from the priests. At the same time,
the people received me with great reverence.
I always thank God for this.

* You are a man of dedication.
Do you experience inner
satisfaction in your heart that
you have done well ?

Yes, very much. I put the whole strength of
my body and soul in the service of Catholic
Church. T was ever faithful to my Catholic
faith. Though there was pressure from other
denominations, I never ever even imagined
being away from the tradition of Catholic
Church for a moment. I am always proud
to live the life of Catholic faith. I am ever
grateful to Catholic Church because it gave
me life, identity and recognition.
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and therefore can't be saying mass.

The man has been charged for stabbing Rev
Tomy Kalathoor Mathew, 48, in the neck
moments before the priest was due to give
the 11am Italian-language mass on Sunday.
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He has been charged with intentionally
and recklessly causing injury and bailed to
appear in the Broadmeadows Magistrates'
Court on June 13.

Father Tomy is recovering from non life-
threatening injuries in hospital. The attack
was described as "appalling” by the Catholic
Archdiocese of Melbourne. Father Tomy is
from Thamarassery diocese of Kozhikode,
Kerala. He is a native of Karimbu near
Anakkampoyil in Kozhikode. He has been
serving as vicar of St Mathews Parish in
Melbourne for the last four years.

Heroic nun beats bullies to save
children in India

Posted on March 12,2017, 6:41 PM, Bhopal

Sr.
runaways in 1998 in Itarsi, a major railway

Clara Animuttil began caring for

junction and set up a centre for them. 18
years ago as the sari-clad nun sat on the
floor of the railway station platform in
Itarsi, teaching abandoned children, some
men approached offering help. Soon, from
their gestures and words, Sr. Clara realized
they took her for sex worker. It was when
the first began her work with destitute
children living there.

The nun, from the St. Joseph of Chembery
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congregation, convinced the men that
she was on a different mission. She had
to undergo many trials and tribulations
from all sort of social structures to
work for the destitute, sometimes even
opposition from the children themselves.
She set up a centre for them in 1999. She
keeps visiting the railway platform to
contact destitute children. She takes them
to her centre, Jeevoda (Dawn of Hope)
centre,just outside the station to provide
them with accommodation, food, clothes
and education. In the past two decades,
her work has helped more that 21,000
childre who often use drugs or suffer sexual
exploitation, she said.

Archbishop Leo Cornelio of Bhopal, based
in the capital of Madhya Pradesh, considers
the nun a “rare person who put her own
life at risk for other, She is a great example
of both the struggles of women and what
women can do with conviction and faith,”

he said. ....

From addiction to ordination:
a homeless man's journey to
priesthood:

Montreal, Canada, (CNA/EWTN News).-
Claude Paradis was impoverished and
homeless, living on the streets of Montreal,
Canada. He struggled with addiction to
both alcohol and drugs, with a future so
bleak, he considered ending his own life.

He did not end his life, however, and today
he is a priest who dedicates his time to
serving the physical and spiritual needs
of those trapped in poverty, prison and
prostitution. “The street brought me to the
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Church and the Church in the end brought
me back to the street,” the priest told the
Journal Metro.

This past December, as a sign of his
closeness and solidarity with the homeless,
Fr. Paradis decided to sleep on the street for
the whole month, to care for the homeless
people there with solidarity and charity.

Fr. Paradi founded an institution called
Notre-Dame-de-la-rue (Our Lady of the

Street). Each night, he goes out to bring
food and shelter to those living on the
streets. He also administers the sacraments,
celebrates the Eucharist and even presides
at funerals.

The priest is accompanied by one of his
co-workers, Kevin Cardin, who also was
addicted to drugs, but found help, changed
his life and now has a family.

Notre-Dame-de-la-rue has the support
of the Archbishop Christian Lépine of
Montreal, who has described the initiative
as “a presence of the Church to give
encouragement.” It also has the support of
the city.
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“Our
encouragement. Unlike the shelters, we go

mission is especially to give
out to the people, a bit like a door-to-door
service. We talk to them, sometimes we
pray together before they go back to face

the harshness of the street”

Fr. Paradis knows how hard life on the street
is. After growing up in the Gaspé region
and working in Cowansville as a nurse, he
came to Montreal 25 years ago. However,
he was unable to find a job. “Isolation and
despair took hold of me,” he said.

Living on the street, he thought about

committing suicide. “I started doing
cocaine and then crack,” he recalled. In a
letter posted on the website of La Victoire
de 1I'Amour (the Victory of Love), Fr.

Paradis tells how he met the Lord.

“I had the privilege of meeting God just
at the moment I was doubting Him. On a
little back street in Montreal, abandoned by
people, there was nobody there. Passing by
the old church, impelled by I don't know
what instinct, I turned back in there.”

At that moment, he had a deep and intense
encounter with God. He realized he did not
want to die, but rather wanted to become
“a man of the Church” Fr. Paradis went on
to fight his addictions and now ministers to
many people who face the same challenges
he struggled with years ago. The 57-year-
old priest has dedicated the rest of his life
to serving the poor, saying “on the street is
where I want to be, until I die”
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Pope apologises for church's role
in Rwanda genocide

Catholic church was accused of being close
to Hutu-led government in 1994 when
800,000 mostly Tutsis were killed.

Several Catholic priests as well as nuns
were charged with participating in the
1994 genocide [Reuters] Pope Francis has
pleaded for forgiveness for "the sins and
failings of the Church and its members"
implicated in the 1994 Rwanda genocide
that killed about 800,000 people.

The pontiff "conveyed his profound
sadness, and that of the Holy See and of
the Church, for the genocide against the
Tutsi", the Vatican said in a statement
following a meeting on Monday between
Francis and Rwandan President Paul
Kagame.

"He implored anew God's forgiveness for
the sins and failings of the Church and
its members, among whom priests, and
religious men and women who succumbed
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to hatred and violence, betraying their
own evangelical mission," it said.

A number of churches became scenes of
mass killings during the 100-day rampage,
as Hutu militiamen found people seeking
refuge there, sometimes turned over by
priests, with no way out.

Pope Francis: Eliminating nuclear
weapons is a moral imperative

2017-03-28 Vatican Radio

Pope Francis acknowledged the difficulty
of totally eliminating nuclear weapons,
but said the challenge is still a necessary
undertaking,
at stake. “The wultimate goal of the
total elimination of nuclear weapons
becomes both a challenge and a moral
and humanitarian imperative,” he said in
a message to United Nations members
March 28.

The message was read before the “United
Nations conference aimed at negotiating
a legally binding instrument on the
prohibition of nuclear weapons, leading

especially given what's
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to their total elimination,” held in New
York March 27-31. Presented by Msgr.
Antoine Camilleri, Secretary for Relations
with States and head of the Holy See’s
delegation at the meetings, the Pope’s
message acknowledged that the goal is a
“demanding” and “forward-looking” one.

And thisis true especially given the present
international climate, which is both
“cause and indication” of the difficulties
of furthering and strengthening a nuclear
ban, he said.

Pope Francis: Education is key to
the renewal of sacred music

By Hannah Brockhaus

Vatican City, Mar 4, 2017 / 09:25 am
(CNA/EWTN News).- Pope Francis said
Saturday that while liturgical music has
often struggled to live up to the quality
and beauty the mystery of the Eucharist
requires, we can promote its renewal by
investing in a solid musical education for
clergy and laity.

“Certainly the encounter with modernity
and the introduction of the languages
spoken in the Liturgy stirred up many
problems, of languages, forms, and genres”
he said March 4. “Sometimes a certain
mediocrity, superficiality and banality
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prevailed, to the detriment of the beauty
and intensity of the liturgical celebrations.”

“For this the various actors in this field,
musicians and composers, conductors
and singers of choirs, liturgical animators,
can make a major contribution to the
renewal, especially quality, of sacred music
and liturgical chant” The Pope spoke to
participants at the end of an international
conference on Sacred Music held March
2-4, titled “Music and the Church: worship
and culture 50 years after Musicam
sacram.”

Organized by the Pontifical Council for
Culture and the Congregation for Catholic
Education in collaboration with the
Pontifical Institute of Sacred Music and
the Pontifical Atheneum of St. Anselm, it
looked at sacred music 50 years after the
Second Vatican Council. “Half a century
after the Instruction of Musicam sacrum,
the conference wanted to elaborate, in
an interdisciplinary
perspective, the
between sacred music and contemporary

and ecumenical

current relationship

culture,” Francis noted.

“Of great importance, it was also a
reflection on the aesthetic and musical
education of both the clergy and religious
and the laity engaged in the pastoral life,
and more directly in the choirs” The
Church has a great responsibility toward
liturgical music, the Pope continued,
because it deals with the sacred mystery of
the Eucharist, and that sacred music, to that
order, must balance the past and present
in a way that invites full participation and
lifts the congregation’s hearts to God.
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The “dual mission” of the Church, Francis
said, “is, on the one hand, to safeguard
and promote the rich and varied heritage
inherited from the past, using it with
balance in mind and avoiding the risk of
a nostalgic vision” that becomes a sort
of “archaeology” On the other hand, we
have to also ensure that sacred music and
liturgical chant don’t ignore “the artistic

and musical languages of modernity”

All those responsible for liturgical music,
on whatever level, “must know how; he
said, “to embody and translate the Word
of God into songs, sounds, harmonies
that make the hearts of our peers vibrate,
creating even an appropriate emotional
climate, that puts in order the faith and
raises reception and full participation in
the mystery that it celebrates.” “Active and
conscious participation” in the liturgy
constitutes being able to “enter deeply”
into the mystery of God made present
in the Eucharist: “thanks in particular to
the religious silence and ‘musicality of
language with which the Lord speaks to
us,” he quoted his homily at Casa Santa
Marta Dec. 12, 2013.

Quoting from the Second Vatican Council's
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Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Pope
Francis said that “Liturgical action is given
a more noble form when it is celebrated in
song...and with the participation of the
people” He highlighted the document’s
emphasis on the importance of “active,
conscious, full” participation by the entire
faithful, quoting that the “true solemnity
of liturgical action does not depend so
much from a more ornate form of singing
and a more magnificent ceremony than on
its worthy and religious celebration.”

To promote this requires “a proper
musical education...in dialogue with
the musical trends of our time, with the
demands of the different cultural areas,” he
said. Concluding, he thanked all of those
who participated in the conference for
their commitment to sacred music, and
asked for the blessing of the Virgin Mary,
“who in the Magnificat sang the merciful
holiness of God” “I encourage you to not
lose sight of this important goal: to help
the liturgical assembly and the people of
God to perceive and participate, with all
the senses, physical and spiritual, in the
mystery of God”

Pope’s Tips on How to Be a ‘Good
Confessor’

Hearing Confessions is Pastoral Priority,
not Contingent on Timetables, Francis
reminds “Internal Forum”

What does it take to be a good confessor?
Well, Pope Francis gave three tips today
when he received in audience participants
in the 28th annual course on the “Internal
Forum,” organized by the Apostolic
Penitentiary (Rome, Chancellery Palace,
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March 14-17, 2017). He began saying how
the penitentiary is the type of tribunal

he truly likes “because it is a “tribunal of
mercy, to which one turns to obtain that
indispensable medicine for our soul, that
is Divine Mercy!” In his intervention, he
pondered how does one become a good
confessor, noting three crucial ways.

Jesus’ Friend :

Firstof all, he stressed, a “good confessor” is
a true friend of Jesus, the Good Shepherd.

“Without this friendship, it will be
very difficult to mature that paternity,
which is so necessary in the ministry of
Reconciliation. To be friends of Jesus
means first of all to cultivate prayer. Be
it personal prayer with the Lord, asking
incessantly for the gift of pastoral charity”

One cannot forgive in the Sacrament,
the Pontiff highlighted, without the
awareness of having been forgiven first.
And, therefore, he stressed that prayer is
“the first guarantee to avoid every attitude
of harshness, which uselessly judges the
sinner and not the sin”

Discernment

Second, he continued, a good confessor is
a man of the Spirit, a man of discernment.
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“How much harm comes to the Church by
the lack of discernment! How much harm
comes to souls from action that does not
sink its roots in humble listening to the
Holy Spirit and to the will of God”

“The confessor does not do his own will
and he does not teach his own doctrine. He
is called to do always and only the will of
God, in full communion with the Church,
of which he is minister, that is, servant.”

The way to distinguish and not confuse, he
stressed, is discernment.

Confessional as Place of Evangelization
Third, he continued, the Confessional
is also a true and proper place of
evangelization. In fact, there is no more

the
encounter with the God of mercy, with the

genuine evangelization than in
God who is Mercy. To encounter mercy
means to encounter the true face of God,

as the Lord Jesus has revealed it”

Francis also reminded those present that
hearing confessions is a pastoral priority,
not to be contingent upon timetables.
“Please, let there not be those notices:
“Confessions are heard only on Mondays
and Wednesdays from this hour to that
hour” You hear confessions every time
they are requested. And if you are there
[in the Confessional] praying, keep the
Confessional open, which is God’s open
heart” Pope Francis concluded, giving
them his blessing and later in the day he
heard confessions in St. Peter’s Basilica
himself.
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Days to Rememher

ORDINATION DAY: HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS
5th  Frs.Thelagathoti Paul, Anthony Paul Peter.

10t Frs. Bondala Sleeva Raju, Daram Nirmal Kumar, Gaddala
Abraham, Karem Sekhar Babu, Komavarapu Joseph
Thambi, Kommathoti Joshi Anil

11t Fr. Anthony, S.].
12t Frs. Buraga Joseph Vinod, Jyothi Ruben

15 Frs. Arava Rajesh, Gudapati Ramesh Babu, Katta Sleeva Vijaya Babu,
Kuchipudi Prasanth Kumar, Neelam Lourdhu Raj, Peyyala Anthony,
Polinedi John Barthalomew, Pulugu Vijay Kumar, Sale Vinay (Velangani
Kumar), Sunkarla Santhi Raju, Tulimelli Jojappa, Varikuti James

17%  Frs. Bandi Anil, Burri John Peter, Doma Joji Ratnakar, Neeluri Mariadas,
Nimmagadda Ramesh, Polimetla Christu Raju, Ch. Jojappa SAC, Thota
Mariadas, SDB

18t Frs. Peter Mannala, Anthony Therukunnel, James Puppady, Dovari Joseph,
Bhupathi John Rajesh, Chintha Rakesh, Kama Christu Raju, Mende Francis,
Mocherla Aravind Babu, Pathapati Vijay, Polimetla Mario Prasad, Polimetla
Jacob, Yelisela Thambi Nirmal

19t Frs. Bantumilli Yohanu, Chandamala Joji, Chebrolu Thambi Joseph,
Gaddam Joji, Gorantla Datham, Gundabathini Kishore, Kolikepogu Anil
Francis, Kurma Thomas, Mathangi Maria Kumar, Mathangi Suresh Babu,
Matta Lazar, Meriga Suresh Babu, Muvvala Solomon Raju, Thota Sunil Raju

20 Frs. Akurathi Bernard, Mula Joseph Thambi, Peyyala
Mariadas, Polimetla Thomas, Bandanadam Francis, ,
Banka Yesobu, Ganta Praveen, Damala Vijaya Kumar,
Godavarthi Maria Raju, Gonthupulugu Kiran, Gotru
Suresh Merlo Babu, Kakumanu Sebastian, Kamatham .
Mariadas, Molugumati Prakash, Remalle Suresh, Darsi -
Don Bosco, Kakumanu Arogya Raj, Nandipam Jojappa,
Pulapaka Jacob Prasad, Varakala Gaspar Raju, Choutapalli Prashanth, Elike
Balashowry, Gorrumuchu Joseph, Paragati Bernard, Shoury Raju S]
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215t

22nd

23rd
25th
28th

29th

ORDINATION DAY: HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS

Frs. Bapatla Thomas, Gudapati Joji Pratap Kumar, Jangam Vijay Kumar,
Jyothi Kiran Kranth, Kama Anil, Merugumala Anil, Mocherla Balayesu,

Frs. Bhupathi Vijay Kumar, Gudise Jaya Raju, Mandala Velengani Raju,
Molugumati Suguna Rao, Salikiti Emmanuel, Yaramalla Thambi Nirmal
Kumar, M. Vijay MSFS

Frs. Joseph Kallooparambil, Jose Kaithakott,
Fr. Nuthalapati Kishore

Frs. Bathula Joji Sudhkar, Gone Joseph Thambi, Gunturu Don Bosco,
Kovvala Joji Babu, Kosanam Jeevan Babu, Lanke Sridhar, Menyem Francis
Sarath, Nagadasi Deva Kumar, Panthagani Lazar, Pamu Joshi Sudhakar,
Tera Raraju, Yangaladasu Velankani Raju (Kumar)

Frs. Bavanu Vijaya Raju, Teneti Yesupadam, Abraham SDB

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: MANY HAPPY RETURNS OF THE DAY

Ist Fr. Kakumanu Kiran
5th Fr. George Vadakal
11t Fr. Peyyala Mariadas
12t Frs. John Mathew, Tenali Thomas, Bandanadam Fran m
14 Fr. Pulugu Vijay Kumar ey
15t Fr. Maddala Joseph - P
16 Fr. Tera Raraju = |
18 Fr. Golla Vijaya Kumar |- \
21st  Fr. Chilukoti John Babu ’ MR
24%  Fr. Panengadan John Prasad
25t Fr. Katta Sleeva Vijaya Babu
29th  Frs. Junjunuri John Raju, Muvvala Solomon Raju

OBITUARY: MAY THEY REST IN PEACE — ]

6th
15t

Fr. Puriyadeem George (1986)
Fr. Angelo Bifhi, PIME (1998)
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